


Potential transboundary 
implementation of ICZM and MSP

South Adriatic Sea area and the potential for 
transboundary implementation and synergies

Emiliano Ramieri



3

Cooperation on MSP and ICZM in the Med: a challenging need
Source: adapted from 

Vallega, A., 1999

Source: MedPan 2020 Source: Emodnet
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Cooperation mechanisms
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A well-established project-based cooperation
Knowledge-based MSP 

and ICZM: horizontal and 

vertical knowledge

Common approaches, tools 

and methodologies

A Med Community of MSP-

ICZM experts

To feed the sub-national, 

national, sub-regional and 

regional formal MSP and 

ICZM processes
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Data and Data Portal

Community-based, open 

source geoportal 

It includes over 600 

geospatial spatial datasets

It provides a set of MSP-

oriented web-tools such as 

Cumulative Effects 

Assessment (CEA) and 

Marine Use Conflict (MUC)
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Tools: CEA
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Tools: MUC
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Identification of priority areas and topics
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Innovative topics and methodologies
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Support formal consultation

Landscape, seascape and cultural 

heritage
Aquaculture and renewable energy

Maritime transport and biodiversity 

protection
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Case study: SAIS EBSA

Important habitats for Mediterranean megafauna species, i.e. 

Cuvier’s beaked whales (Ziphius cavirostris), giant devil ray 

(Mobula mobular), striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba), 

Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) and 

loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta). Tuna, swordfish and sharks 

are also common

Valuable and highly vulnerable benthic communities as 

deep-sea corals (the so-called cold-water corals) and deep-

sea sponge aggregations

Several human pressures:  maritime transport, fisheries, 

offshore hydrocarbon industry (prospection and exploration for 

the moment), military operation, coastal and maritime tourism, 

land-based activities along the surrounding coastal areas
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Case study: SAIS EBSA
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Case study: SAIS EBSA
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Case study: SAIS EBSA
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From projects to stable cooperation: MED-MSP-CoP

“[…] group of people who share a common concern, a set of problems, or an interest in a topic and who come together to fulfil both 

individual and group goals. […] they often focus on sharing best practices and creating new knowledge to advance a domain of 

professional practice.”
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MED-MSP-CoP objectives

• Create a permanent communication and dialogue 

across borders among experts on MSP to 

exchange knowledge and experiences and to reach 

a shared perspective on topics of common interest

• Enhance cooperation between the north and the 

south of the Mediterranean sea on common MSP 

challenges and opportunities

• Share good practices and tools as well as 

suggesting coherent and harmonized approaches to 

use MSP as an enabler for sustainable blue 

economy and improved protection of the marine 

environment

• Provide recommendations supporting regional 

cooperation on MSP and MSP national processes
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MED-MSP-CoP structure
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Thank you!
Emiliano Ramieri

CNR ISMAR

e.ramieri@ismar.cnr.it
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