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Albanian Management of 
the Coast
The Albanian coast has been considered very important and its 

management has gone into several phases (after the communist regime):

- The Coastal Area Management Program in Albania is very old and one 

of the first to be implemented (1993 – 1996 – dealing with the Ishëm –

Erzen coastal area, touristic capacities, GIS mapping etc.)

- Albania Coastal Zone Management Plan (prepared in 1997)

- Approval for the Plan “Administration of the Coastal Area” (approved in 

2002)

- Approval of Policies for the Development of the Integrated 

Management and Cleaning of the Coastal Area (2005 and paving the 

way for the ICZMCP project)

- ICSP Coast (in 2016 and to be detailed below) 



3

The Albanian
Integrated Cross-sectoral 
Plan for the Coast

Led by the 

Ministry of Urban Development

Drafted by the 

National Territorial Planning Agency / Atelier Albania

Adopted by Decision of the 

National Territorial Council

No. 2 date 14.06.2016



4

ICSP Coast
Key Sectors

1. Transport, energy and infrastructure

2. Economy

3. Culture

4. Tourism

5. Sport
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ICSP Coast
International Legal Framework

1. On Ports 

2. On pollution

3. Marine environment 

• On the adherence of the Republic of Albania in the 

Convention “On protection of the marine environment and 

the coastal region of the Mediterranean, (Barcelona 

Convention)”

• Law no. 8950, date 06/06/2002 “On protection of marine 

environment from pollution and damage”, 2002, as 

amended; - On the adherence in the Paris Memorandum of 

Understanding “On the port state control”

4. On heritage
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Correlated ICSP objectives with the aforementioned international 

objectives

• Environmental protection in general and biodiversity in specific

• Protection and promotion of cultural heritage and its 

interaction as an important asset in developing the tourism sector

• Growing institutional capacities, in order to achieve sustainable 

and effective territorial management;

• Determining the detailed strategy/ies on managing the coastal 

zone/s;

• Territorial structuring based on the specific natural and socio-

cultural characteristics

ICSP Coast
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Coastal Zones and Regions

ICSP Coast
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ICSP Coast
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4th Region – Vlora Tourism Map and Regulation

ICSP Coast
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Challenges

- There is a large increase of the tourism activity in Albania 

(now is the second most important sector after 

agriculture) 

- The area is quite important regarding biodiversity

- Several institutions are responsible for the activities in the 

area

- There are still gaps in the proper environmental 

management systems (integrated waste management, 

integrated water management)

- Lack of proper monitoring and quality data to better 

understand the conditions of the coast and of the sea

- Climate change effects are especially affecting these 

areas

ICZM in Albania (focusing on Vlora region)

Regional Cooperation

- Our neighbouring countries (Italy and Greece) have 

similar issues and also dealt with these much earlier than 

Albania 

- They have several practices and approaches that can 

serve as case study and as good/bad examples for future 

developments

- They are both in the EU so they can explain the 

difficulties encountered during the “entrance in the EU 

system”

- Technical know how and financial support to keep up with 

the latest developments
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Thank you!
Fiona Mali

fiona@commonsense.studio

mailto:fiona@commonsense.studio
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